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Fur the past 20 yoars, the Conferonce on Iroguois Re-
eacch bas provided an opportunity for students of Tro-
&= culture 1o get together during one fall weekend to re-

many important aspects of their history and culture
snexplored. The work of the Conferences, includ-
= wfic, has been addressed to these aspects.
The first Iroquois Conference—as the Conference on
- = Mescarch is familiarly called—was held in 1945,
B what year, a proup of those interested in the Iroquois,
e by Merle H. Deardorfl, Charles E. Congdon, and Wil-
N, Fentan met ot Hed House in the Allegany State
ek to discuss, among other things, the fulure course of
an studies. So suceessful was this meeting that in
saecending years conferences wera hald each autumn
House, firmly establishing the tradition of what
e Senecss on the nearhy Allegany Reservstion came to
#8 the “anthropologiets’ Six Nations Mecting™ Just s
Indizns come avery fall to reafirm their belief in their
seiigion and discuss matters of common interest ot their
Natlons Meetings." 50 also have the nthropologists
to the Iroquols Conferences to reaffirm their belief
e fmpartance of Troquoian studies and to discuss mat-
ery of common interest.
I une reviews the “traditions” of the Iroquais Confer-
e, it becomes apparent that oaly two are actuslly main-
wedd. First, sensions are devoted primarily o discussion
the Troquois. Second, the Conference has no formal
ation; thers is no president, no president-elect, no
secpetary-treasurer. And just as there are no officers, there
 alss no real “members”—the Conference is open to
hene working in the field in any ziven year. Afier the date
s=d the place for the Confermce have been decided (ad-
: by those self-appointed to the tek), announce-
nd the number of these has varied from yoar 1o
gr—are mailed to pergona who might be interested, For
S5 last Conlerence, the list was severely pruned, probably
sewerely. Announcements were sent lo about 70 in-
v That 40 attended allests 1o the sincerity of the
. ianists” interest in talking with their colleagues,
As this talk is concerned nat only with eurrent research,
 pezhaps more importantly, with research that ix only
: smer in an investigator’s eve,” much of the value of
# lrequois Conference cannot be communicated by the
=] word, Bul much can be communicated in such

Joreword

manner, and this present set of procesdings indicates the
Muﬂdﬁtﬂm&muwd]uhmpwwdil}r
of curvent wark in Iroquoian studies.

There was no intention, when the 1965 Conference was
ﬂunﬂnwﬂi&h:muddprm-dimﬁtﬁ-ﬁmt,
in fact, there was some question as 10 whether or not such
pultlication was possible. By the end of this Conference,
however, it wan spparent that & proceedings volume was
feasible, and each participant was asked o submit—if he
or she so desired-—rthe paper as it had been presented, ot a
revised version. No rigid format was imposed. Conse-
quently the papers that make up these proceedings are of
varying lengths, and no atternpt has been made to equalize
any differences. In the course of rewriting, a few tiths
were also . Included in this volume aleo is a paper
by Bruce Trigger whe, due to illness, was unable to atiend
the Conference.

The arrangement of papers in this volume is topical
rather than in their order of presentation st the Confer-
m-ﬁmplpenmimmn;ﬂh:rmgﬂfmw
chromalagical order in accordance with Fenton's idea of
“upstroaming” - proceeding from the present to the past.

The first two papers, one by William N. Fenton and
another by George Abrams, describe two aspacts of recent
change on the Allegany Reservation—change of particalar
interest a8 it was forced on the Seneeas by construction of
the Kinzua Dam and the imminent flooding of half of thelr
Reservation.

In the third paper, Thomas 5, Abler describes the eardly
years of the Sencca mation, the political entity composed
of the Allegany and Caltaraugus Senecas.

The next paper is a discassion by Barhara Graymoni of
the current interest on the part of the Tuscaroras 1o revive
theeir native languase.

C. H. Tarok's paper is concerned with the lirtle-known
seculiurstion an the Tyendinga Reserve In Canada, Harald
Blau, in his paper, discusses the Onondags Bowl Game,
with particular emphasis on a form of the game not de-
seribed in great detail elsewhers in the literatare,

In her paper, Cara E. Richards suggests that the Huren
and Iroquois may not have had a strong matrilocal rule
of residence in the 17th Century as previously had boen
widely believed. Gordon M. Day saggests that the com-
monly.accepted etymology of the word “Iroquois” may
be incorreet and offers some alternative :

Bruce G, Trigger discusses his cthnobistorical study of
Hochelaga made in connection with the recent restudy of




the Dawszon Site. James F. Pendergast, who has been the
“prime mover” behind this restudy of the Dawson Site,
discusses gome hitherto unnpucrlu] pottery types in east-
ern Ontario and southern Q‘uu]:-!r..

The next five papers are reports given al a session de.
voted to recent archacological work on the Iroquois set-
tlement pattern, The first of these contributions, by Wil-
liam A. Ritchie, summarizes work on the Kelso Site, the
earliest of the sites discussed. Following are reports on
the Howlett Hill Site by James A, Tuck; the Garoga Site,
by Robert E. Funk; the Simmona Site, by Marisn E.
White; and the Cornish Site, by Charles F, Hayes 111

The next three reports are concerned with other aspects
of the analysis and interpretation of archarological data.
J. V. Wright discusses the advantages and disadvantages
af pottery analysis in terms of “attributes™ rather than
“types.” Alan McPherron discusses how the analysiz of
pottery may provide information from which inferences
may be made regarding social relationships and organiza-
tions among the pcupl:l who inhabited the Straits of
Mackinac, The use of ethnographic data to interpret
archaeologicsl data from the Mohr Site is the topic of
Jacoh Gruber's paper, while the final report is Hazel W,
Hertzherg's description of the Anthropology Study Cur-
ricnlum Froject.

It seemed appropriate 1o compile for this volume & e
of the previous Conferences on Iroquois Research, incled
ing their dates and locations, and a bibliography of e
published procesdings and notices, and papers originalls
presented at these Conferences and Jater published in ssb
stantially the same form. This information is given in e
Appendiz. It should be noted that this Appendiz does e
include reports that were lengthened and revised extes
sively before being published,

Fin.ull'_r I would like to “relurn thanks"—as the lee
quois say—to the following individuals and institufioss
William N. Fenton, who has kept the Iroquois Conferenes
alive and who helped to plan the 1965 Conference; James
A. Tuck, who suggested that the proceedings might be peb
lished ; Temple University and Marcia Mirkin, seerctary o
the Department of Anthropology, for her secretarial s
other assistance in preparing this volume and in orpess
ing the Conference; and the New York State Museam ane
Science Service for publishing these proceedings, But
haps most important are those who attended the
ence, both those who zave papers and those wha did
Without them, the Conference would not have been a
cess and the present volume would not have come
being.

Ersaseri Tookes
Temple University
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1 seems to be general agreement that the renais-
wee of [roquois studics may be dated from the first [ro-
Conference al Allegany State Park, New York, in

~ The war had, of course, disrupted business in anthropal-
sev. But as would become apparent later, the war had
pee much more than that. For the first time oficialdom
g fo realize that anthropology has a practical value.
'iumpmﬂmwilhm when some obecure

The whole world of anthrepology—from the dis-
of carliest man to inquiry into why Australian
rigines’ sweal-glands work the way they do—all sud-
genly became potentially relevant to contemporary practi-
ol imterests. This posed a very heady prospect to a
sherto rather poor and neglected
y Hm,ﬂumwummdmmihsoﬂhm
e nol eoduced to forcign parts were drawn there in
numbers. The material on which professional reputa-
became grounded could he had out West by the
shonelful, instead of by the thimbleful as in the old work

Iroquoia had been gone over for more than a century;
- of course, never been entirely abandoned. But men
sk 2= Parker, Fenton, and Ritchie were pretty lonesome.
I recall talking at that time with Dr. Frank G. Speck,
bem the highly regarded head of the Department of An-
spology at the University of Pennsylvania, about the
ion. He spoke of his dificulty in enlisting graduate
ssits inn Iroquois work. They felr that it had all been
and that if there were anything left, it would be hard
come by, Rewards were quicker and greater elsewhere.
jzh he had himself at one time been closely involved
Troquois rescarch (and later became one of the Con-
ence's most eflective supporters), he had shifted his

Jutroduction

attention. Even he had 10 make gome concesgion o his cus.
tomers” demands,

It was agains this background that what was to become
the lroquois Conference was projected one Sunday mom-
ing by three of us on the way home from several days
spent in pgoing through the Kirkland collection in the
Hamilton College Library. We decided to try to do some-
thing to revive interest in the Indians we knew best, start.
ing by way of a small meeting to which interested persons
would be invited. Charlie Congdon of Salamanca, os head
of the Allegany Stale Park Commission, was in a position
to provide perfect playing grounds, He made available
the Park’s administration building, a panicularly ap-
propriate place as the Park adjoine the Allegany Seneca
Reservation. Bill Fenton commanded the indispensible
professional respect necessary to warrant attention from
those to be invited, a list of whom he later prepared.

While I'm sure the Conference cannot take sole credit
hrllulmqmilmﬂul.[m}ﬂtum'ﬂmﬂlh
at least partial responsibility. When | read the long list
of names in the American Anthropological Association’s
“Guide to Graduate Departments of Anthropology,” I rec-
ognize many as being in regular or occasional attendance
at the Conference in years past. [ also recall many names
in museum and other professional fields not mentioned.
When 1 consider how far Iroquois work (both lere and
in Canada) has come since 1945, I feel gratified at having
been, for once in my life, identified in some way with a
worthwhile project.

The successful Glens Falls meeting gave every nssurance
that the Conference will go on its snorthodex way, main-
tained by those who find stimulation for their common in-
terest in its informal and unrehearsed (sometimes even
alarming!) proceedings.

I hops so.

M. H. DEsrpoRFF
Warren, Pennsylvania



History and Purposes

OF THE CONFERENCE ON IROQUOIS RESEARCH

William M. Fernlon

O the 20th anniversary of the Conference on Irogquois
Besesrch, which has met more or less regularly in October
simee 1945, it may be helpful to those who have come to
i Bately to summarire its history and point out it pur.
._.Twan{ﬁe!uudu:.ﬂulﬂ H. Deardorfl and the
writer, attended the vigesimal celebration in Glens Falls,
while a third, Charles E. Congdon, stayed at hiome “on
e Back of the bed,” ax the old Iroquois sav. In the be-
ginning, we three had formed a Turtle's War Party and
went on a raid to Hamilten College to read the Kirkland
Papers, and to the Mohawk Valley to visit Father Thomas
Grs==mann a1 historic Caughnowaga, and somewhere on
the path the ides occurred to us 1o have o party honoring
Carl E. Guthe, the then new Director of the New York
Sgate Museum, and to hold it at the Allogany State Park
Administeation Building in Red House, Frank G. Speck,
who was then alive and very active in ethnological work
‘smong the Six Nations, and 1 had been discussing the need
o bring students of the Iroquois together; they repre-
semted the entire spectrum of anthropologieal and histori-
ead studies after World War 11 and would help us 10 sec
where we stood and what could be done. The first con-
ference was such 8 sucoess intellectually and socially that
we kept on meeting yearly. A wide range of persons at-
tended soholars, students, and amateurs, At times the
smeetings grew loo large and included {ringe people. The
kistory of these early conferences is in print, and most
sevently | summarized it, as of 1958, in the foreward to
the Sympasinm on Cherokee and Troquois Cultire | Fenton
and Gulick 1061: 3-8), Since then it has met more or les
arregularly.

Ml’uﬂhﬂﬂbﬂlfﬂlﬂfﬂl—ulhmhtmum
1950, That was the last time we met at Red House. Ed-
mund Wilson attended, Merle Deardorff gove a memar-
able sketeh of the Kingua Dam controversy, and Anne-
marie Shimony read on Iroquois conservatism. After that
there was a desire exprossad lo meet clsewhere. The
&nwﬂhﬂmrmhdwtrwbhwhhﬂomm
over the Kingua Dmlndw:]mqun&-uiﬂ!hnﬂmbm
particularly effective in helping them. Consequently, it
seemed inappropriute to dizcuss cultural problems in their
midst.

The next year 1 was on leave writing, and Floyd Louns-
bury acted as host to a small 1-duy working session of
ethnologists and linguists at Yale. As 1 recall, Chafe,
Shimany, Sturtevant, Tooker, White, Rouse, Mintz, and
the writer attended,

For & number of years we were urged lo come lo
Canada, and in response to an invitation from the Presi-
dent of MeMaster University, Iroqueianists met st Hamil.
ton under the most favorable auspices in 1961, Frank
Vallee wis our host. The occasion was the anniversary of
Pauline Johpson, the Mohawk poctess. In 1962, hecaoss
of the rising interest in ethnohistory and the contribulions
of Iroquoianists to ite development, one session of the
American Indian Ethnohistoric Conference which met
in Albany was denominated the “Fifteenth Conference on
Iroquois Research™ and was devoted to hearing new voioes
in Iroquois studies: Blau, Funk, Gauss, and Dinmond.
Chief Corbett Sundown came down from Tonawanda and
biessed the mask collection in the New York State Mu-
seum, birning tebacco and imploring the masks not to be
unhappy and injure the curators. There was a field trip to
an Troqueis site in the Mohawk valley and to Johnson
Hall, followed by a dinner with an address by Milton
Hamilton (1963}, editor of the Sir William Jeahnsou
Papers.

There were no formal conferences during the nest two
years. In the fateful November of 1963, several Iroquoian-
lats lunched together in San Franciseo duting the Ameri-
can Anthropological Association convention, and the year
after we met for dinner in Detroit, Efforts to hold a full-
scale eonforence at Lake George in 1964 had found a ma-
jority of Iroquoianists bound to other commitments. Elisa-
heth Tooker had undertaken the correspondence and con-
tinued as Program Chairman for the Glens Falls meeting.
with the writer making local arrangements. We were sup-
ported by twa volunteers from the Anthropology Club at
Vassar, Constance Turnbull, and Lauree McMahon, who
ussisted with registration.

Thunguundﬂivmilrnfll:papnnrudltﬂlmﬁlh
is surprising when one considers the irregularity af meet:
ings and the absence from the program of sume headliners
of recent years. Several commente are in order. Firt,
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there is & genuine community of interest among Ire-
quoianists and they seem to regenerate themselves or pro:
dusce fertile offspring with amazing vigor. Second, the
is Conference has no formal organization and no
sezular members. The mailing list comprises active schol-
ars, amatour or professional, who are interested in the
Iroquois, who have publiched, or are engaged in research.
Spudents are encouraged, Nat a penny of foundation sup-
port has been solicited or paid for travel to these meetings.
People come on their own, or they are sent by their institu-
tions. Part of this interest arises from s real hunger for
emall acadesnic meetings where everyone listens o all the
papers, even those outside his specialty, where one can
really talk with colleagues without keeping one eye on e
academic slave morkel, and where one can hear the new
voices. In contrast with the huge and bewildering con-
claves of learned societies today, the Iroquois Conferences
are definitely low key. Consequently, peaple feel relaxed
becaust their repulations are not at stake. Informality ex-
tends 1o the program. We have a tradition of informal
communications, or ‘un-papers,’ which allows the beginner
to formulate some idea and the oldster to retread his
siience. Some of these sessions have produced interesting
research leads to important discoveries, There was Mac-
Neish's (1952) report on Iroquois pattery at Red House.
Wallsce came first, as Speck’s student, and gave some of
his earliest papers (Wallace 1958) on prophet movements.
Under Lounsbury's aegis, Chafe (1960-61 and 1063} de-
scribed the Seneca langunge. We could go on.
Our most famous tradition is the “Very Lintle Water
Spciety” meeting, presided over by Merle Deardorfi. An

obvious paroedy on the Little Water Medicine Society of
the Senecas, it fits the anthropological eulture nicely. and
it has o unique flare that belongs only to these meetings
and to its birthplace at Red House.

The present offerings are made to the spirits of the hu-
manities and the social sciences in the trust that they will
be acceptable and helpful to all who read them.
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Program
aof the

1965 Conference on lroquols Research
held at
The Sching Quesnsbury Inn
Glens Falls, Mew York
Octaber 15-17, 1965

Friday, Octobar 15

" Evaning meating: Elisobeth Tooker, Choirman

Elizabeth Tooker —  Welcome

Hazel W. Hestzherg —  The Anthrepalagy Study Corricnlum Project

James C. Gifford —  The Pennsylvania Archacologist

William N. Fenton —  The Secand Housing Revolution of the Seneca Nation
Georpe Abrams —  The Maving of the Fire of the Coldspring Longhouse

, October 16

Marming Session: Willlam €. Sturtevant, Chalrman
Alan McPherron — Imteraction of Algonguian. and Iroquoian-Speaking
Groups at the Straits of Mackinae, A.D. 1300
Cara E. Richards —  Troquols Residence Patterns in the Seventeenth Contury
Barbara Graymount —  The Iroquois During the American Revolotion
and Problems in the Study of the Tascarors Language
Charles H, Torck —  Aceuliurastion on the Tyendinagn Reserve
Donalil Leniz —  Mohawk Materials Stolen from the Fort Plain Museam
Afterncon Session: Williom A. Ritchis, Chairman
William A, Ritchie —  Iroqueds Cultural Beginnings in Central and Eastern New York
James A, Tuck —  Archacolopical Work in Central New York
Robert Funk —  Garoga: A Late Prehistoric Mohawk Valley Site
Marian E. White —  Recent Archaeolopical Work in Western New York
Charles F. Hayes 111 —  The Cornizh Site
James F. Pendergast —  Onondaga-Oneida Research in Exstern Ontario
Sunday, October 17
Merning Session: Willlam M. Fenton, Chairman
Gordon M. Day —  Etymology of the Name “Iroquois™
James V. Wright —  Type and Attribute Analysis in Irogquois Archaeology
Thomas 5. Abler —  Sepeca Nation Factionalism: The First Twenty Years
Harold Blau —  The Bowl Game of the Iroquois
Willigm C. Sturtevunt  —  Annoumeement of the Catalog of
Pre-1860 lliustrations of Indians of the Northeast
Jacob Gruber — A Preliminary Statement Concerning Excavations at

the Mohr Site During the 1965 Summer Season



Appendiv

The following is o list of Conferences on [roquois Re-
search, with dates and places, and the Proceedings and
MNotices of each-——if published. Also included are those
papers which were first given at an Iroquois Conference
and later published in substantially the same form. Not
incloded is work :epnﬂ!ﬂ on in the various Conferences
bt later published in quite different form.,

First Conference on Irequois Ressarch, October 26 to 28,
1945, Red House, N.Y.

Proceedings of the First Conference on Troquois Re-
search, William N. Fenton, secretary. Administra-
tion Building, Allegany State Park, Red House,
NY., ndd, 13 pp.

Second Conference on Troquois Rescarch, October 4 to 6,
1046, Red House, N.Y.

Procecdings of the Second Conference on Iroquois
Rescarch, William N. Fenton, secrelary. Smith-
sonion Institution, Washington, D.C, nd. 6 pp.

Conference on Iroquois Research, by William N,
Fenton. American Anthropologist 49: 166-167.
1947,

Conference on Iroquois Research, by William N,
Fenton. American Antiquity 12: 207, 1947,

Third Conference on Troquois Research, October 24 Lo
26, 1947, Red House, N.Y.

Proceedings, Third Conference on Iroquois He-
search, William N. Fenton, ed. Peabody Museum,
Salem, Mass., 1947, 26 pp.

Third Conference on Iroquois Research, by William
M. Fenton. Science 106: 539-340, 1M7.

Third Conference on Iroquois Hesearch. American
Anthropalogist 30: IT8. 1948

The Third Conference on Iroquois Research. News
Bulletin of the American Anthropological Asso-
ciation 1: 43, 147,

Fourth Conference on lmqnﬂiu Rn-n:lrnl'l. Oetober & 1o 1'U1
18, Red House, MY,

Proceedings, Fourth Conference on Iroqueis Re-
search, William N. Fenton, ed. Smithsonian In-
gtitution, Washington, DLC., 1949, 34 pp.

Fourth Conference on Iroquois Research, by William
N. Fenton. American Antiquity 14: 159-160.
148,

The Fourth Conference on Iroquois Research, by
William N. Fenton. Science 108: 611-612. 1948,

Fifth Conference on Iroquois Research, November 17,
1949, New York, N.Y. (at the 48th Annual Meeting of
the American Anthropological Association).

Symposium on Local Diversity in Iroquois Calture,
William N. Fenton, ed. Buresu of American
Ethnology Bulletin 149. Washington, D.C., 1951,

Sixth Conference on Iroquois Research, October 5 to 7,
1950, Red House, N.Y,

William N. Fenton
1951  Iroquois Studies at the Mid Century. Pro-
oeedings of the American Philosophical
Society 05: 2W-310.

John Witthof
1951  Iroqueis Archacology at the Mid-Century.
Proceedings of the American Philosophical
Society 95: 311.321.

Seventh Conference on Iroquois Research, October 5 to
7,1951, Red House, N.Y.
Seventh Conference on Iroquois Research, by Wil
liam N. Fenton, Science 114: 588.589, 1951,
Seventh Conference on Iroquois Research, by Wil
liam N. Fenton, American Antiquity 17; 202-204,
1952,

Eighth Conference on Iroquois Research, October 10 to

12, 1932, Red House, N.Y.
Eighth Conference on lroquois Research, by An-
thony F. C. Wallace. Science 117: 147-148, 1953,

Ninth Confercnce on Iroquois Research, October 14 to
16, 1955, Red House, N.Y.

FProceedings of the Ninth Conference on Iroquois
Research. New York State Museum and Science
Service, Albany, N.Y., n.d. 22 pp.

Ninth Conference on Irogquais Research, American
Anthropological Association Buolletin 3 (4): 7-8.
1955,

Ninth Conference on Iroguois Research, by W. N.

Fenton. New York State Archeological Asso-
ciation Bulletin 5: 2-3. 1955,

Ninth Conference on Irequois Research, by William
N. Fenton. American Antiquity 21: 335. 1956,
Troquois Research, by W. N, Fenton. Science 123:

69, 1956,
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Tenth Conference on Iroquois Research, October 26 1o
28, 1956, Red House, N.Y.

Tenth Conference on Iroquois Research, New York
State Muscum and Science Service, Albany, N.Y,,
nd. 4 pp.

Marris Frellich
1958 Cultural Pereistence Among the Modern

Iroquois. Anthropos 53: 473-483,

Eleventh Conference on Iroquois Hesearch, October 11
to 13, 1957, Red House, N.Y.
R. William Dunning
1958 Iroquois Feast of the Dead: New Style.
Anthropologica 6: 87-118,
David Landy
1958 Tuscarora Tribalism and National Iden-
tity. Ethnohistory 5: 250-284.
Anthony F. C. Wallace
1958 The Dekamawideh Myth Analyzed as the
Record of a Revitalization Movement.
Ethnohistory 5: 118-130.

Ehﬂuhnp-lmquniu Symposium [at the 5Tth Annoal Meet.
ing of the American Anthropological Associstion), No-
vember 20, 1958, Washington, D.C.

Symposiom on Cherokes and l.rﬂqnnil Cultare, Wil-
liam M. Fenton and John Guolick, eds. Bureau of
American Ethnology Bulletin 180, Washington,
D.C, 1941,

Twelfth Conference on Iroquois Research, October 16 to
18, 1959, Red House, N.Y.
Conference on lroqueis Research, American Anthro-
pological Association Fellow Newsletter 1 (1-2):
4. 1960,

120

Thirteenth Conference on Iroquois Research, November
4-6, 1960, New Haven, Conn.

Fourteenth Conference on Iroquais Research, October 13
ta 15, 1961, McMaster University, Hamilton, Ontario.
Conference on Iroquoian Siudies. American Anthro-
pological Assoclation Fellow Newsletter 3 (1) :
4. 1962

Wallace L. Chafe
1964 Linguistic Evidence for the Relative Age
of Iroquois Religious Practices. Southwest.
ern Journal of Anthropolegy 20: 2T8-285.

Fifteenth Conference on Iroquois Hesearch, October 12
to 14, 1962, Albany, N.Y. (joint meeting with the
Tenth Annual Meeting of the American Indian Ethno-
histarie Conference ).

American Indiasn Ethnohistoric  Conference, by
WNF. American lnﬂ'ﬁrn‘p-nlnginul Association Fel-
low Newsletter 4 (10 : 3. 1963,

Harold Blan
1963 Dream Guessing: A Comparative Analysis.
Ethnohistory 10: 233-249,

Milion W. Hamilton
1968 Sir William Johnson: Interpreter of the
Irogueis. Ethnohistory 10: 270-286.

Sixteenth Conference on Iroquois Research, October 15
Lo 17, 1965, Glens Falls, N.Y.
Iroquois Rescarch, by Elisabeth J. Tooker. Science
151: T12 1966
Conference on Troquois Researeh. American Anthro-
pological Associstion Fellow Newsletter 7 (3): 4-
3. 1946,
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